Compensation for victims of trauma in the United States.
The awarding of damages in civil litigation is a basic element of the civil justice system in the United States. The system is not free of problems and controversy. Cases in which Posttraumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) is the basis for a claim of damages pose specific problems in quantifying the harm done and attributing causation. This paper will provide an overview of the American civil litigation system and address some of the challenges confronted when PTSD and other emotional distress claims are made. In addition, it will discuss alternative methods for compensating victims of trauma that do not utilize the traditional civil litigation system.